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Campus Alberta Neuroscience (CAN) offers the PDF Program to enrich the 

experience of neuroscience and mental health trainees through increased 

collaboration, skill transfer and mentorship across campuses. We aim to attract the 

best and brightest new scholars to Alberta, providing them with professional training 

opportunities and ensuring successful research career trajectories in neuroscience or 

mental health related fields. 

Our up to two-year fellowship offers a unique training opportunity in a 

multi-institutional collaborative research program across CAN’s affiliated institutions: 

University of Alberta, University of Calgary, and University of Lethbridge. Recipients of 

the CAN PDF award will typically carry out their research activities at two of CAN’s 

affiliated institutions. The individual will engage in research and training activities at 

their home institution, while also maintaining significant collaboration and connection 

to their partner institution.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

• Applicants in a neuroscience or mental health discipline pursuing an appointment at an

affiliated institution and within 2 years (24 months) of completion of their Doctoral

degree

• Joint supervision by two Faculty members from two different affiliated institutions, who

both hold full-time continuing faculty appointments and are active members of CAN.

CAN membership details are available at albertaneuro.ca/membership

• Supervisors may sponsor one PDF Program applicant per academic year

• Faculty members may not supervise or co-supervise more than one CAN PDF

recipient simultaneously

• The applicant must provide an official offer (appointment letter) from an affiliated

institution for a minimum two year Postdoctoral appointment

• Individuals who have yet to secure a fellowship appointment are encouraged to apply

(funding of successful applications in these cases will be contingent upon CAN’s

receipt of a copy of the appointment letter once the applicant has received one)

• Postdoctoral candidates may apply a maximum of two times to the program

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

http://albertaneuro.ca/membership
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TERMS AND VALUE

• Campus Alberta Neuroscience will provide fellowship support valued at $20,000 (excluding benefits) 
per annum for up to two years (24 months)

• Supervisors must provide matching fellowship support of at least $20,000 to make a total minimum 
stipend of $40,000 per annum  (or the minimum set by the home institution if greater than $40,000) 
and to cover all additional costs (extended health benefits, WCB etc.) required by the home 
institution

• Administrative, HR and/or Appointment policies and procedures will follow the guidelines and 
regulations of the successful applicant’s home institution

• CAN will provide each recipient a Collaboration Allowance of $8,000 per annum (reimbursement 
based on University of Calgary guidelines). These funds will normally be directed towards extended 
collaborative visits to the partner institution, but may also be directed towards attending conferences 
or symposia held in Alberta and participation in other networking and collaborative events

• Funding is allocated annually, with a maximum possible support term of two years. Renewal of the 
award following the first year of funding is contingent on review of research progress, evidence of 
application for available external funding (e.g. Tri-Council, Alberta Innovates-Health Solutions (AIHS), 
etc.) and participation in training activities

• A PDF may hold both a qualifying external peer-reviewed fellowship (e.g. Tri-Council, AIHS) and a 
CAN award at the same time. If the individual accepts an external award, the CAN award will be 
provided as an incentive (secondary to the external award), with a value of $20,000 per annum to a 
maximum combined award value of $60,000 per annum (or the maximum allowed by the other 
agency if less than $60,000 per annum). CAN PDF recipients who receive external rewards will also 
continue to be guaranteed their travel allowance. It is the responsibility of the Supervisor and/or 
Postdoctoral Fellow to inform CAN if they receive another external award

• CAN PDF award recipients may also apply once per year to the CAN Trainee Mobility program for 
additional travel and accommodation funding

• Payment of CAN PDF Awards are contingent upon receipt of an official letter of offer from the home 
institution for a minimum two year Postdoctoral appointment 

TIMELINE

HOW TO APPLY

Complete applications for the CAN PDF Program must be received electronically by 4:00pm MST on 
April 30, 2015. Late or incomplete applications will not be considered for funding.

Note: CAN members with whom you are interested in training should be contacted directly. Members of 
the Neuroscience and Mental Health Institute (NMHI), Hotchkiss Brain Institute (HBI), and Canadian 
Centre for Behavioural Neuroscience (CCBN) are considered members of CAN. Potential academic 
supervisors in neuroscience or mental health disciplines in Alberta who are not members of these 
organizations may apply for CAN membership at albertaneuro.ca/membership.

CAN PDF Program 
Announcement

TBA

Application
Deadline

TBA

Notification of 
Decision

TBA

Earliest 
Commencement 

of Award

TBA

http://www.ucalgary.ca/finance/files/finance/travelexpensereimbursementhandbook.pdf
http://www.albertaneuro.ca/membership
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HOW TO APPLY CONTINUED 

A complete application consists of:

• CAN Postdoctoral Fellow Program Application Form

• Postdoctoral appointment letter from Institution (see Eligibility Requirements for exception)

• Applicant’s CV

• Supervisor and co-Supervisor biosketch (using the Campus Alberta Neuroscience template 
available online) including relevant current funding and publications (last 5 years)

• A one-page letter of recommendation from the applicant’s Doctoral degree supervisor and from 

a second referee who can provide meaningful commentary on the applicant’s research and 

other abilities. Referees must forward their letters directly to CAN at albertaneuro@ucalgary.ca,   
with the subject line “CAN PDF Program Letter of Recommendation – [Applicant Name]”

• If the applicant’s Doctoral degree supervisor is unable to provide a letter of recommendation, 
a recommendation from another member of the applicant’s supervisory committee would be 
acceptable, provided that CAN receives a signed letter from the applicant’s Graduate 
Program that details the reason for exclusion of the supervisor’s recommendation 

The CAN Postdoctoral Fellow Program Application Form requires a description of:

• The proposed research plan, including the research question/hypothesis, objectives,

methodological approach, and expected outcomes

• How the proposed research plan will be achieved through multi-institutional collaboration

• How the proposed research plan will make significant contributions to the Supervisor and

co-Supervisor’s neuroscience or mental health programs

• The applicant’s planned career trajectory and how it will benefit from multi-institutional training

ADJUDICATION

• The CAN Review Committee will review all complete applications. Decisions will be based on

satisfying the eligibility and adjudication criteria

• The Review Committee will provide comments to the Postdoctoral Fellow and make a

recommendation as to funding to CAN

ADJUDICATION CRITERIA

Applications will be evaluated on excellence in all of the following criteria:

• Satisfaction of eligibility criteria

• Quality of Postdoctoral Fellow’s CV

• Quality of Supervisor and Co-supervisor biosketches

• Contribution to Supervisors’ neuroscience or mental health programs and the collaboration

• Appropriate and informative letters of recommendation

• Adequacy of funding in host laboratory

• Priority will be given to applicants entering their first Postdoctoral appointment

This Competition is Now Closed. Check back in early 2017 for more information
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ADMINISTRATION OF AWARD 

• CAN will notify applicants and proposed supervisors/co-supervisors  of the

decision in writing by May 31, 2015

• All decisions are final and cannot be appealed

• A maximum of three Postdoctoral salary awards will be offered by CAN per

calendar year and are dependent upon available funding

• Payment is dependent upon compliance with program guidelines and final

deliverables

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

• Successful applicants are expected to acknowledge the Campus Alberta 
Neuroscience Postdoctoral Fellowship Program in any research activity, 
including abstracts and publications, and in the dissemination of information, 
including conference proceedings and seminar announcements, resulting from 
this award

• A Renewal Report Form must be submitted to CAN (albertaneuro@ucalgary.ca) 
at least six weeks prior to the start of the renewal year. CAN PDF recipients 
may be recommended for full or partial second year renewals 

QUESTIONS

If you are interested in applying to this program and require further information, 
please contact Campus Alberta Neuroscience at (403) 220-2422 or 
albertaneuro@ucalgary.ca.

Heritage Medical Research Building, 3330 Hospital Dr. NW, Calgary, AB T2N 4N1

403-220-2422  |  albertaneuro.ca  |  abneuro@ucalgary.ca

http://www.albertaneuro.ca



